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Science News Watch has been following the physics career of Dr. Rashad Richey since his meteoric rise 

as a physics researcher. In June of 2022, one of our journalists was approached about following 

Richey’s studies and inventions, while documenting his juggling of both law school and graduate studies 

in applied physics and quantum mechanics simultaneously. Impressed with his physics knowledge and 

witnessing a highly regimented study routine firsthand, SNW wrote a feature article on Richey in 2023, 
after he completed a 2-year graduate program and his master’s thesis was approved by the university. 

As a small operation that depends on staffers and volunteers from the science community, we trust the 

investigative and journalistic integrity of each writer. Unfortunately, editorial is not always able to vet 

every detail, but our standards are just as rigorous as any American news publication. 

A couple of months ago, SNW was contacted via email by an individual representing themselves as a 

member of the scientific community and indicated SNW did not properly check the academic 
background and claims stated in the feature article about “Dr. Rashad Richey”. As a publication who 
cares deeply about the content we curate, and the science community we speak to daily, the allegation 

that one of our journalists potentially did not engage in due diligence was troubling. We immediately 

held a meeting with the journalist, provided a copy of the story and allegations, and went through each 

claim made, in case a retraction was warranted. 

SNW also contacted Richey via written correspondence to alert him to the complaint and that we would 
have to review the article fully to ensure accuracy in the reporting. Richey provided this statement, 

“Thank you for informing me of this. I am willing to assist and provide any information needed. 

Sometimes bad-faith actors can seem convincing, and it’s truly sad I have to even respond to this, but I 

assure you, these allegations are false, my degrees are from accredited universities, and I work on 

faculty as a professor at multiple colleges. My only request is that when your investigation is complete, 

please publish your findings. This same individual has regularly led a small group of surrogates that 

contact employers, and universities – inboxes my social media followers with completely false 

proclamations, questioning my higher educational background and achievements. As Science News 
Watch knows, I’m a published research scientist and social scientist who cares more about learning and 

researching with diverse colleagues than simply “schooling”. While my degrees speak to my willingness 

to learn, it’s how I apply the knowledge daily that matters most. Please let me know if you have any 

direct questions or need of documents for your investigative process. I look forward to the article being 

published”. – Dr. Rashad Richey 

At the time of the SNW story preparation and feature article in 2022 – 2023, the journalist primarily 

focused on Richey’s physics-related education but provided content about other higher education 

accomplishments, media roles, and leadership position. SNW saw this as an aspirational and 

inspirational story. Given the number of verifiable sources online, SNW did not confirm with each 

agency mentioned in the feature, but SNW did investigate the university and verified the program 
completion documents, given it was a focal point of the story. For this story, SNW hired the National 

Investigation and Intelligence Firm (NPII), a government-licensed private investigation agency in the 

US, specializing in accreditations, background checks, and asset recovery. Here are the findings of 

SNW and NPII: 

Dr. Rashad Richey is on record as an outspoken supporter of domestic and international higher 

educational experiences and research-based approaches, completing doctoral studies in federal higher 

education policy reform at Clark Atlanta University (CAU), a private research university in Atlanta, 

Georgia, accredited by the Southern Association of Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), an 

accreditor recognized by the U.S. Department of Education and Council of Higher Education 
Accreditation. CAU is the first Historically Black College or University (HBCU) in the Southern United 

States. His published peer-reviewed doctoral dissertation, supervised by Committee Chairman Dr. 

Chike Akua, an internationally-recognized scholar and university professor at CAU, is titled, 

“ Evaluating the Impact of America’s College Promise Act of 2018 on Higher Education Access for 

Nontraditional Black Students: A Policy, Governmental, and Political Insight”. 

Richey’s research explores the nuances of affordability in higher education, academic quality, access, 

international collaborations, and what he describes as “political gridlock” in D.C., stifling progressive 

higher educational policies and opportunities. “Dr. Richey was a stellar student while working on his 

doctorate at Clark Atlanta University. It was clear that he was already doing impactful work in the 

community and that he was preparing himself to be of even greater service” said Dr. Chike Akua, CAU 
Professor. 

SNW confirmed Richey is a member of the American Association of University Professors (AAUP). 

Dr. Rashad Richey’s Graduating Class – Clark Atlanta University: Source, Photo by Horace Henry, The 

Atlanta Inquirer 

Clark Atlanta University: Source, CNN 

Additional Universities Attended, Degrees Earned, Accreditation Status 

Q: Does Dr. Rashad Richey hold a Doctor of Science (DSc) in Immigration law? 

SNW: Yes. Richey completed a postdoctoral program at Azteca University in Immigration Law and 

World Economies. The university was founded in 1984, is a private brick and mortar university in 

Mexico with satellite campuses in multiple countries. AU has multiple institutional and programmatic 
accreditations, including the Mexico Ministry of Education, TRACCERT – Canada, Austrian Ministry of 

Science & Research, and listed with the International Association of Universities and UNESCO – United 

Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organizations. Aztec University has on average 10,000 
students. 

Richey’s research at Azteca University attempts to provide humanitarian solutions for undocumented 
immigration issues in the United States without Congress passing new laws. His research was 
supervised by Dr. Ricardo Saavedra and co-supervised by Dr. Maria Elena Brito, Dr. Remulus Della 

Valle, and Jessica Stern, Esq. Dr. Richey doctoral thesis was accepted and published in a double-blind 

peer-reviewed journal and titled, 

“Immigration Policy Contextualized Through American Political Interests, Economic Market 
Manipulation, and Legal Rulings”. 

Azteca University Chancellor, Dr. Jose Agustin Lopez Gonzalez Pacheco and Dr. Ricardo Saavedra, 

Ph.D., Chairman of International Programs, both provided the following statements to SNW, 

“During Dr. Rashad Richey’s postdoctoral studies at Azteca University, we saw firsthand his research 

prowess, insight and genius. 

For someone who leads in so many areas, media, business, academia, etc… Dr. Richey remains a humble 
and accessible person. His brilliance is well-known among the faculty. We are proud and honored to 

have such a great Scholar among our student/scholar community, he is a great professional model for 

new law students and freshmen. 

We wish the best for Dr. Rashad Richey’s professional endeavor, Azteca University we will always be 

here as his Alma Mater.” ~ Dr. Jose Agustin Lopez Gonzalez Pacheco, Chancellor 

Dr. Ricardo Saavedra added, “It was an honor having Dr. Richey as a student scholar. His doctoral 

research thesis received some of the highest marks possible from the doctoral committee supervisors. A 

true statement to Dr. Richey’s scholarship. We’re proud that he is now an international alumnus of 

Azteca University – this is the type of scholar our university is proud to have as a great professional 

model for our future government, and for our student community. We’re looking forward to Dr. Richey 

marching across the stage at this year’s graduation Commencement Ceremony Class 2024. ~ Dr. 

Ricardo Saavedra, Ph.D. 

Azteca University Main Campus (Mexico): Source, Logos Univ. 

Azteca University professors pose for pictures at a recent graduation – Source, Univ-Azteca.edu 

Q: Did Dr. Richey complete his Doctor of Jurisprudence (JD) and can now qualify to take the bar? 

SNW: Yes and Yes. SNW was able to confirm that Richey was accepted into Atlanta John Marshall Law 
School on scholarship in 2021 and attended for 1 academic year (2 semesters). He later transferred his 

Atlanta John Marshall Law School credits to Birmingham School of Law where he attended for 2-years 

through their weekend law school program, traveling from Atlanta, Georgia to Birmingham, Alabama on 

Friday evenings after work to attend classes. After matriculating at BSOL for 2 years, Richey 

transferred his earned law school credits to the Universite de la Renaissance’s legal sciences program, a 

university founded in 1991 that has a cooperative agreement with the Faculty of Law at the University 

of Montreal – ranked the best francophone law school in the world, boasting notable alumni like Pierre 

Elliott Trudeau – 15th Prime Minister of Canada, Phlippe Kirsch – 1st President of the International 

Criminal Court, and Judge Jules Deschenes – Judge of the United Nations Criminal Tribunal. 

SNW can confirm that Richey’s Doctor of Jurisprudence degree is accredited and considered a 

qualifying law degree. SNW further requested and reviewed the NACES (National Association of 

Credential Evaluation Services) member agency documentation that evaluated Richey’s JD credentials 

for the bar, confirming that his law degree makes him eligible to take the bar under the FLE rule of the 

American Bar Association. A NACES member agency’s approval is preferred by the United States 

Department of State and various State Bar programs. Richey informed SNW that he is studying to take 

the bar in both America and the United Kingdom. 

Universite de la Renaissance d’Haiti (URH), a government-accredited, French-modelled university that 

holds addition accreditation from the Ministry of National Education and Professional Training. URH 
has a cooperative academic framework agreement with the University of Rennes 2, the largest 

institution for research and higher education in the fields of human sciences and social sciences in 

western France. URH is accredited by the Haitian Minister of Education and Professional Formation, is 

a member of the Board of Regents (CORPUHA), listed in the World Higher Education Database 
(WHED) of the International Association of Universities (IAU), and the United Nations’ UNESCO 
consortium of universities. 

Richey is the managing partner for a Washington D.C. law firm known as The Fairness Firm. The D.C.- 

based practice is a multinational law firm, with affiliate offices in Atlanta, GA, Tucker, GA, Paris, 

France, Spain, and Cape Town, South Africa. Washington D.C. is one of the few places where qualified 

individuals can become partner of a law firm prior to passing the bar, modifying the American Bar 

Association’s Model Rule 5.4(b) in 1991. 

“Dr. Rashad Richey is one of the most dedicated and brilliant public policy, human rights policy, and 

international law scholars you will meet. His leadership at The Fairness Firm is unmatched” , said Erica 

Wilson – Attorney at Law and Managing Attorney for the International Law Group of Human & Civil 

Rights Attorneys P.C. 

SNW confirmed Richey’s professional memberships include the following organizations; 

* Member, Delta Theta Phi Law Fraternity, * Member, American Bar Association * Member, 
International Bar Association, * Member, American Society of International Law 

University of Montreal in Canada: Source, Collegedunia.com 

North Facing Campus, Universite de la Renaissance d’Haiti (URH), Port-au-Prince : Source, urh- 

isag.org 

University leaders at URH highlight progress and academic partnership: Source, urh-isag.org 

Q: Did Dr. Richey complete his Master of Business Administration (MBA)? 

SNW: Yes. Richey enrolled in the Master of Business Administration (MBA) program at Beulah Heights 

University (BHU) in 2017 on scholarship and completed the 40 hour graduate program in June of 2018. 
A few days later, he began his doctoral research studies at Clark Atlanta University. 

BHU’s campus is located in SE Atlanta and has a diverse student population, with satellite campuses in 

multiple regions. Richey attended at the main Atlanta campus through their weekend MBA program 
format for working learners. BHU is accredited by TRACS, an agency recognized by the United States 

Department of Education and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). 

SNW confirmed Richey is an active member of the National Black MBA Association (NBMBAA). 

BHU Atlanta Campus: Source, BHU 

Q: Does Dr. Richey hold a Master of Science in Neuroscience? If so, does he have published 
peer-reviewed research publicly available in a neuroscience discipline? 

SNW: Yes and Yes. Richey enrolled in a 1-year, 40 credit Master’s of Science in Neuroscience program 
at the Universidad del Pacifico Nicaragua, also known as the University of Pacific (UNIP), through their 

international student program for English speaking students, Belen Zhaung is listed as the program 
director. Some of the university’s noted faculty include medical biochemist Dr. Kamesh Venkata 

Krishnan, psychologist Dr. LingMei Hsu, Dr. JiFeng Lui, and Dr. ShiWei Tsai. Dr. Richey completed the 

program with and published his peer-reviewed thesis titled, 

“Quantum Physics of Neuroscience Contextualized Through Human Neurological Applications: A 

Critical Analysis of the Central Intelligence Agency’s Declassified Gateway Process”. 

His analytical research provides a neuronal, physics-based, quantum mechanical lens to analyze the 

CIA’s once classified program in the 70s where human cognition, quantum mechanics, and 

consciousness were explored for military and intelligence purposes. 

His research has been cited by scholars and researchers across the country and provided the catalyst 

for his ongoing research and discoveries in the realm of human neural development. The university is 

government-accredited, and further accredited by the National Council of Universities of Nicaragua 
(CNU), CNEA, and a listed member of the International Association of Universities (IAU) – World 
Higher Education Database (WHED). The institution also carries accreditation from the American 
Naturopathic Medical Accreditation Board. 

SNW confirmed with the International Behavioral Neuroscience Society that Richey is an active 

member with the professional membership agency and in good standing. He is also a member of the 

American College of Physical Medicine. 

University of Pacific (UNIP) Main Campus: Source, Pacific.edu.ni 

Graduation Class of 2022 (Departmental) at University of Pacific (UNIP): Source, Pacific.edu.ni 

Q: Is the college where Dr. Richey completed his master’s in physics an accredited university? 

SNW: Yes. In order to provide a more complete answer, Richey actually holds 2 graduate degrees in 

physics. In a previous interview, Richey explained how he sought a physics graduate program from an 

accredited university to satisfy the eligibility criteria to be accepted in a physics doctoral research 

program, all while while in law school, which meant flexibility was imperative. Richey duly enrolled into 

graduate studies for applied physics in January 2021, completing his master’s degree on January 27th, 

2023 at Universidad Empresarial – International Division for English-speaking students. The institution 

is government-accredited, academically ranked #11 for universities in Costa Rica, and has a para- 

university academic model that partners with multiple universities, offering curriculum in specialized 

areas of study not traditionally taught at the main campus. After completing his Master of Science in 

Applied Physics and Quantum Mechanics, a 60-credit program, which is a deviation from the standard 

30 – 40 credits required in American programs for similarly situated graduate degrees, Richey adapted 
his master’s thesis into a book titled, 

“Ancient Egyptian Mastery of Quantum Physics, Vibratory Frequency, and Geometric Sciences: An 

Overview of Complex Scientific Applications in Ancient Cultures” , becoming an Amazon Best Seller in 

physics genre reads. 

Richey’s published thesis presents 2 new theoretical concepts about the quantum universe, human 
perception, energy, and matter. One hypothesis proffers the universe only has a fixed amount of energy 

and our physical eyes, which, according to Richey, are only sensory organs and the real work of signal 

interpretation happens in the brain, which is programmed to only see a very narrow band of light 

frequencies. Richey proposes we likely only see less that one percent of the light spectrum that exists 

on earth. Richey calls this effect the quantum phantasmagoria effect (QFE). He believes that similarly to 

how a microscope can see more detail based on the magnification and light intensity of the device, 

human neurological systems can evolve or adapt to increase its capacity to see additional frequencies of 

light not commonly seen. In a recent presentation, Richey gave more context to the hypothesis, and 

sent SNW a written response, providing more details for his theoretical framework… 

“The quantum field is the barrier between what we understand as noncorporal to corporealized matter, 

which fundamentally remains nonphysical oscillating energies, but highly condensed. The concept of 

QFE takes the quantum state of the system as |ψ⟩, which represents the combined state of all particles 

and fields involved. Since the system has a fixed amount of energy, we can express the total energy of 

the system as E, which is Energy Quantization, given all material matter and nonmaterial fields are 

variations of energies. The energy levels of the system are quantized, meaning they can only take on 

certain discrete values. 

By understanding light in it’s proper context as a collection of photons, which come in various densities/ 

frequencies, the human brain’s capacity to interpret visual cues through chemical and energetic 

processes in the brain, highlights the reality that the brain is simply interpreting specific bands of light 

frequency. I propose that our visual sensory organs and neurological processes are linked to virtually do 

one thing – interpret one primary phenomenon, light. The behavior of photons and their interactions 

with the system can be captured by the concept of wave-particle duality and quantum electrodynamics. 

Our perception of reality is based on 2 elements, measurement and observation of the system. The act 

of measurement in quantum mechanics collapses the wavefunction, resulting in a specific outcome. 
Based on this framework, we can propose an equation that describes the perception of reality based on 

the interpretation of light: 

|ψ⟩ = ∑ c_i |E_i⟩ ⊗ |p_i⟩ 

In this equation: 

– |E_i⟩ represents the energy eigenstates of the system, with corresponding discrete energy values E_i. 

– |p_i⟩ represents the photon states associated with each energy eigenstate. These states capture the 

interaction of photons with the system. 

– c_i are coefficients that determine the probability amplitudes for each energy-photon state 

combination. 

To interpret this equation, we consider that the superposition of energy and photon states allows for 

multiple potential realities to coexist simultaneously (potentiality). However, when a measurement is 

made, the wavefunction collapses, and we perceive a specific reality based on the outcome of the 

measurement. It’s important to note that this equation is a simplified representation and may not 

capture all the intricacies of the quantum phenomena involved. Developing a more comprehensive and 

accurate equation would require detailed analysis and consideration of specific experimental setups and 

theoretical frameworks,”. – Dr. Rashad Richey. 

The university is government-accredited by CONESUP – Ministry of Education in Costa Rica, and 

authorized by the Asesoria Legal del Ministerio da Educacion NO. ATJ-167-CONESUP to operate 

internationally, offering higher education degree programs with agreements at partner universities to 

grant bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees upon completion. 

SNW: Richey also holds a second master’s in physics, earning his Master of Science in Agronomical 
Physics, a 40 credit graduate program through the Agronomy Sciences Department at the Universite de 

la Renassiance d’Haiti (URH). The university, founded in 1991, focuses on modernity and research. 

With a French-modelled higher educational system, the university has a cooperative academic 
framework agreement with the University of Rennes 2 – the largest institution for research and higher 

education in the fields of human sciences and social sciences in western France. URH is a accredited by 

the Haitian Minister of Education and Professional Formation, is a member of the Board of Regents 
(CORPUHA) and listed in the World Higher Education Database (WHED) of the International 

Association of Universities (IAU), and the United Nations’ UNESCO consortium of universities. His 

master’s thesis titled, 

“ Agronomical Physics Contextualized Through Interdisciplinary Connections to Earth’s Geomagnetic 
Field: A Synthesis of Edaphology and Human Physiology”, 

provides analytical research and physics equation models, some theoretical, proposing the need for a 

new interdisciplinary science to study earth, agriculture, geomagnetism, human physiology and the 

cosmos in concert. His research is published in the double-blind peer-reviewed journal, International 

Journal of Science and Research. 

According to URH, “These [URH professors] are the best teacher-researchers initially trained in the 

country and graduated from major North America, European, Latin American and Caribbean 

Universities. It is a dynamic faculty body – concerned, responsible, and aware of the role that the 

university must play in a country whose human and material resources are underexploited, if not 

unexploited.” 

University of Rennes 2 Campus in Rennes, France: Source, smapse.com 

URH-ISAG Main Campus in Port-au-Prince: Source, URH 

Q: Did Dr. Richey complete courses in quantum mechanics and physics from MIT 
OpenCourseWare? 

SNW: Yes. Richey also spoke about this in an interview from 2022 (article was published in 2023). 

Here is a quote from that interview. 

(2022) “The majority of my studies [for the past 12 years], until recently, have virtually all been through 

self-study, informal education, and a few notable physics seminars and lectures over the years,”… “I 

was able to ground much of this education through an MIT program known as OpenCourseWare. It’s 

actually a really dope program that provides full MIT courses online taught by the original professor, at 

no cost. I’ve completed 43 of them over the years, learning theoretical math, various physics theories, 

quantum mechanics, and the principles associated with the observer effect, wave/particle duality, 

quantum field theory, and other interesting elements…”, said Dr. Richey. 

According to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, “ Since 2001, OpenCourseWare has been 

creating new opportunities for millions of learners and educators, sharing Open Educational Resources 
(OER) from MIT and helping to lead a global revolution in free access to knowledge. MIT 
OpenCourseWare continues to build on this foundation. With a new web platform, ever-growing 
content, and collaborations across the vibrant open education ecosystem, we’re creating a world of 

more equitable and inclusive education for all.” 

Q: Where did Dr. Richey complete undergraduate studies? 

SNW: Richey holds 2 undergraduate degrees, completing his Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies & 

Philosophy at Beulah Heights University (BHU), where he attended on scholarship. BHU is holds 

multiple accreditations including TRACS – an agency recognized by the United States Department of 

Education and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). Richey also holds a Bachelor of 

Science in Applied Psychology from Ecole Supérieure Euro-Américaine (ESEA) in Paris, France. ESEA 
has a consortium-education approach with multiple university partners, including IT & B Educational 

Campus (Information Technology & Business) in Medan, Indonesia – a major center for internationally- 

based, business-focused professional education in Indonesia, with a modern, fully-equipped campus. 
IT&B is one of the largest international institutions in Northern Sumatra, serving over 1,000 enrolled 

students. It is accredited by the National Accreditation Board in Indonesia. ESEA holds multiple 

university validations and accreditations, including the American Alternative Medical Association, and 

the American Association of Drugless Practitioners. ESEA and its Chancellor are Signatory Participants 

endorsing Education Charter International , an initiative supporting education for sustainable 

development and livelihood founded by CCLP Worldwide, in Special Consultative Status with the 

United Nations and an Institutional Member of UNESCO NEQMAP. 

One of Richey’s undergraduate professors provided a statement to SNW, 

“I recall how much passion, capacity, and love for community Richey demonstrated while completing his 

undergraduate studies with us. I still reminisce on reading Richey’s papers – his sense 

conscientiousness and valuation was unmatched. I’m amazed that some of his past classmates still 

discuss his level of scholarship, which has motivated several of them to pursue graduate studies 

because of Richey’s paradigm and model. We are all profoundly proud of Dr. Richey and proud he is an 

alum, said Dr. Brian Keith Hodges – Beulah Heights University Professor & Department Chair.” 

BHU Main Campus in SE Atlanta, GA: Source, BHU Website 

ESEA faculty and students pose for a picture: Source, ESEA University 

IT&B Campus, Convocation Hall: Source, IT&B 

Q: Is Richey currently a Ph.D. in Quantum Physics program? Is he a physics professor? 

SNW: Yes and Yes. Richey is currently a fully-scholarshipped doctoral student in the research-based 
Ph.D. program in quantum physics at the Paris Graduate School – Innovative Knowledge Institute, a 

college registered with the French Ministry of Education and approved by Bureau de Certification 

International (BCI France) and Qualiopi, a mandatory quality standard accreditation created by the new 
public institution “France Competencies” harmonizing the practice and quality of training institutions in 

France. Having earned 2 graduate degrees in physics and a master’s in neuroscience with a 

neurophysics emphasis, Richey was offered a faculty position as a physics professor at Paris Graduate 
School (PGS), a role he has held since 2023. (***Richey is also is on faculty at Morris Brown College in 

Atlanta, GA and has provided lectures for the University of Michigan, Morehouse School of Medicine, 

Reinhart University, and other institutions). PGS’s president and academic scholar, Souha Akiki Svahn, 

Ph.D. told HBCU Magazine upon Richey’s faculty appointment as the new physics professor, 

“The Paris Graduate School steadfastly believes in seven core values that are key to adapting to the 

changing world: inclusivity, research excellence, sustainability, adaptability, student wellness, ethics and 

opportunity,”… “Dr. Richey is the right person at the right time to help us maintain these values and 

accomplish our goals.” 

Richey’s medically certified, double-blind peer-reviewed case study found in the International Journal 

of Science & Research is titled, 

“Reversing Alzheimer’s: Efficacy of Non – Invasive Quantum Therapies on Human Physiology”, 

challenges commonly held notions about medical science’s understanding of neural degenerative 

diseases. Richey’s doctoral committee supervisors are noted leaders in physics, neurology, and human 
physiology. 

In 2023, Richey received the highly coveted invitation to be the plenary presenter at the National 

Society of Black Physicists Annual Conference held in Knoxville, Tennessee. The Conference is the 

largest gathering of Black physicists in the world. 

Dr. Rashad Richey, Keynote Presenter at National Society of Black Physicists Conference – Knoxville 

Convention Center: Source, News & WAOK 

SNW confirmed that Richey is an active member of the following professional organizations and in 

good-standing – Member, National Society of Black Physicists * Member, Philosophy of Physics 

Society * Member, American Association of Clinical Research Prof., and the American Association of 

University Professors. 

PGS President, Dr. Svahn signing a new university agreement for students who serve in the military: 

Source, PGS LinkedIn 

PGS Student Learning Center: Source, PGS – IKI 

Dr. Richey also completed doctoral research studies in political and policy reform at the Business 
University of Costa Rica, a government-accredited institution, and has received various academic 
awards and honors, including the ‘Distinguished Alumni Award’ in 2023 from research university, Clark 

Atlanta University in Atlanta, GA and In 2022, Richey was inducted into the very selective ‘National 

Black College Alumni Hall of Fame’ , where past inductees include Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Oprah 
Winfrey, Ambassador Andrew Young, and U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. 

Science News Watch writers, fact-checkers, and volunteers put a lot of hours into this story. We stand 

by our work. Dr. Rashad Richey is one of the most educated individuals in America. 

Writers: Nancy Trumble, PhD, T. Echols – Research Journalist 

Fact-Check Contributors: Det. K. Ashford – Investigator at the National Investigation & 

Intelligence Agency, Dr. N. Plant – Professor & Researcher 

Article Contributors: Dr. Chika Akua, Dr. Brian Keith Hodges 

Want to advertise or share your work with Science News Watch? Contact us . 
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Orca Groups with Radically Different Cultures Are Actually Separate Species 

“Resident” and “transient” killer whales, or orcas, have unique hunting habits and genetics, proving they 

are in fact separate species 

By Douglas Main 

Wide view of two Bigg’s Killer Whales in Washington State. 

Credit: 

Cavan Images/Alamy Stock Photo 

Two populations of killer whales off the Pacific Northwest coast have clear, major differences in 

culture: one group hunts down and kills large marine mammals in aggressive coordinated attacks, while 

the other are relatively docile salmon eaters. Scientists have long wondered whether these two are 

unique populations of one species ( Orcinus orca ) or represent subspecies or fully separate species. 

Now genetic data from a study published March 27 in Royal Society Open Science show these killer 

whale groups are indeed two distinct species. And there could be more. 

One of the Pacific Northwest groups is known as the “residents” because its members live near shore 

and feed on salmon. The other, called the “transients” (or sometimes Bigg’s killer whales) live farther 

out in the open ocean and eat hefty mammals, including seals, dolphins and juvenile whales. The groups 
avoid each other and are rarely seen interacting despite being in the same general area; scientists have 

long attributed this to a deep cultural divide. 

The two populations of killer whales, also known as orcas, have vastly different behaviors and lifestyles. 

Residents, for example, form large family groups, or pods, of closely related individuals that number up 

to 20 or more. Pods occasionally intermingle, and such gatherings can be magnificent to watch. The late 

researcher Ken Balcomb wrote about making a foggy trip into Washington State’s Puget Sound with his 

colleagues for orca research when three resident pods—more than 80 animals in all—gathered around 
the scientists’ boat and swam beside it for two hours until the fog lifted. “Did they know that we 

couldn’t… 

Read the full article here 

Want to advertise or share your work with Science News Watch? Contact us . 
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Scientific American 
Scientific American, informally abbreviated SciAm or sometimes SA, is an American popular 

science magazine. Many famous scientists, including Albert Einstein and Nikola Tesla, have 

contributed articles to it. In print since 1845, it is the oldest continuously published 
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